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Nationwide is on your side.

Nationwide® Risk Management | Vehicle maintained

Tire safety 
Prioritize vehicle maintenance for  
accident prevention.

1	 Tire tread depth:
•	 Ensure tires exceed FMCSA minimum requirements.
•	 Steer tires: minimum 4/32 inches.
•	 Drive/trailer tires: minimum 2/32 inches.
•	 Use a tread depth indicator to measure within 

major grooves.

2	 Proper tire inflation
•	 Check tire air pressure as specified on the tire or in the 

vehicle’s door frame.
•	 Listen for any audible air leaks during inflation.

3	 Sidewall inspection:
•	 Examine sidewalls for damage

	− Look for signs of bulging, dry rot, cuts, or exposed ply.
	− Pay special attention to the area between dual tires.
	− Remove any foreign material stuck to the sidewalls.

4	 Weight load and speed considerations:
•	 Ensure each tire’s weight load doesn’t exceed the 

maximum capacity marked on the sidewall.
•	 Determine the tire’s speed rating and do not exceed.

5	 Avoid contact with vehicle parts:
•	 Prevent tires from touching any part of the vehicle.
•	 Steer tires: turn wheels to maximum in both directions to 

check clearance.
•	 Verify the suspension system prevents frame-tire contact.

For further guidance, refer to Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 49 CFR Part 393 
Subpart G (ecfr.gov/current/title-49/part-393/subpart-G).

https://ecfr.gov/current/title-49/part-393/subpart-G
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